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Senate
The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable SAM 
BROWNBACK, a Senator from the State 
of Kansas. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray: 
Eternal Father, the fountain of all 

blessings, with grateful hearts we enter 
Your courts today. We thank You for 
ordering our steps and directing our 
paths. Lord, we have lived long enough 
to know that we can’t escape Your 
presence or Your love. We have sought 
fulfillment on destructive avenues, but 
Your love has always found us. Thank 
You for showing us the way to abun-
dant living. Use Your Senators today 
to make the world a better place. Pro-
vide a shield for our military and com-
fort those who mourn. Lord, give wis-
dom to the leaders of our world. We 
pray this in Your strong name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable SAM BROWNBACK led 
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. STEVENS.) 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, September 24, 2003. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable SAM BROWNBACK, a 

Senator from the State of Kansas, to per-
form the duties of the Chair. 

TED STEVENS, 
President pro tempore.

Mr. BROWNBACK thereupon as-
sumed the Chair as Acting President 
pro tempore.

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, this morn-
ing the Senate will conduct a period of 
morning business to allow Senators to 
speak. Following morning business, at 
approximately 10:35, the Senate will 
begin consideration of the DC appro-
priations bill. I know there is one issue 
that will require some debate and a 
vote, but it is my hope we can com-
plete this bill in a relatively short pe-
riod of time. Typically, this is an ap-
propriations measure that has not con-
sumed a great deal of floor time. Sen-
ator DEWINE will be ready at a little 
after 10:30 this morning, and we will 
monitor progress on this legislation, 
with the hope of finishing soon. 

I also add that we hope again to be 
receiving from the House some of the 
completed appropriations conference 
reports. Once those reports are re-
ceived, I will be speaking to the Demo-
cratic leader about scheduling those 
measures for floor action. Again, I hope 
we can move quickly on those items 
and get them to the President’s desk 
for his signature as soon as possible. 

Finally, I also want to remind Mem-
bers that we will continue to schedule 
votes on available nominations 
throughout the week. We have eight ju-
dicial nominations pending on the Ex-
ecutive Calendar. Four of these nomi-
nations should be ready for Senate ac-
tion, and we will schedule them over 

the course of the next day or so. As al-
ways, we will keep Members apprised of 
the voting schedule and as to when the 
first vote is ordered today. 

Some people have asked about next 
week. I have already told people that 
we will be voting on Monday of next 
week. I mention that because a number 
of people have asked me.

f 

IRAQ RECONSTRUCTION REQUEST 
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, very brief-

ly, I want to make a comment on the 
President’s comments yesterday before 
the United Nations. 

The President of the United States 
and leaders from across the globe gath-
ered yesterday at the United Nations 
headquarters in Manhattan to receive 
the President’s address. It is worth 
pausing to consider just where that 
was. The address yesterday was in New 
York City, in the heart of Manhattan, 
a few dozen blocks from Ground Zero. 
The world’s leaders were able to safely 
assemble and freely debate their pro-
posals in a city that had borne the 
tragedy of September 11. Many were 
able to exercise more freedom yester-
day in New York than is allowed in 
their own countries. 

President Bush, in his address, boldly 
challenged the assembly to support the 
cause of liberty in Iraq. His case was 
powerful, and his case was powerful in 
part because the cause of freedom itself 
is so powerful. Some of my colleagues 
have basically questioned again and 
again the overall war on terror. There 
is this magnification of each setback 
along the way, and many people dis-
miss the many advances that are being 
made each and every day. There seems 
to be this attempt to discredit the war 
on terror. 

Some people say we have acted uni-
laterally. We know that is false. The 
truth is we were joined by 49 countries 
to depose Saddam Hussein and remove 
his regime. Now we hear increasingly 
that there was a lack of broad inter-
national support on the ground. That is 
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not true. We know there are 31 nations 
that currently have troops deployed to 
Iraq. British troops are leading a mul-
tinational division, as are the Polish 
troops; and the President hopes to have 
at least one more international divi-
sion helping to bring stability and se-
curity. 

I think those people claiming the 
President has lost opportunities to 
make his case before the American 
people ignore the many times the 
President has spelled out his case and 
argued his case before the American 
people, to this Congress, and, indeed, 
multiple times now to the United Na-
tions. 

The President’s opponents contin-
ually move the goalposts further and 
further, so that never is there enough 
detail or never are there enough spe-
cifics. But we have these claims. These 
claims are specious; they can be rebut-
ted one by one. 

I think the most powerful rebuttal is 
what the Iraqi people feel and what 
they say. Finally free to speak their 
own minds in a remarkable poll—the 
first of its kind—conducted in August 
and published by the Wall Street Jour-
nal, the Iraqi people themselves say 
loudly and clearly that they want us to 
stay and they want us to finish the job. 

They are optimistic about the future. 
Seven out of ten say they expect that 
their country and their personal lives 
will be better 5 years from now. A third 
say much better. When asked about 
which country they would prefer as a 
political model out of five—Syria, 
Saudi Arabia, Iran, Egypt, or the 
United States—the most popular by far 
is the United States. 

A majority of those who hold an 
opinion have a negative view of terror 
leader Osama bin Laden, and 74 percent 
of respondents want to see Saddam’s 
henchmen punished. They want us—not 
Saddam or Osama bin Laden—to stay 
and help make their country whole.

The President has submitted a recon-
struction plan to us with three clear 
objectives: to improve security by ag-
gressively hunting down the terrorists; 
to expand international participation; 
and, finally, to help Iraq and Afghani-
stan become free, democratic, and sta-
ble nations. 

This week, there are a number of 
hearings being conducted on both the 
Senate side and the House side to 
closely examine the President’s pro-
posal and to assess what is needed in a 
thoughtful way. These proceedings give 
us all the opportunity to ask questions 
and allow the administration to dem-
onstrate how, when presented accu-
rately, carefully, and clearly, we can 
achieve the objectives we have set out 
in the war on terror. 

The debate, I hope, will continue to 
be dignified and serious, and in good 
faith I believe we can complete consid-
eration of this emergency request by 
the end of next week. There are a lot of 
questions being asked. I encourage 
that. Ultimately, I am confident we 
will overwhelmingly support the Presi-
dent’s request. 

Mr. President, we will stand by the 
Iraqis. We will help them build a free, 
prosperous, and democratic country. 
Their future security—indeed, our se-
curity—and the security of civilized 
people everywhere depends on it. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there 
will now be a period for the transaction 
of morning business, for not to exceed 
60 minutes, with the first 30 minutes 
under the control of the Senator from 
Texas, Mrs. HUTCHISON, or her designee, 
and 30 minutes under the control of the 
Democratic leader or his designee. 

Who seeks time? 
The Senator from the great State of 

Texas. 
Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I 

am very pleased to call on the Senator 
from Mississippi for the first 10 min-
utes or so of my time, after which Sen-
ator MCCONNELL and then Senator SES-
SIONS will speak, all of them for up to 
10 minutes.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Mississippi is 
recognized for up to 10 minutes. 

f 

SUPPORTING PRESIDENT BUSH 
AND OUR TROOPS 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I rise this 
morning in support of President Bush 
and our troops as this Nation continues 
to fight and win the war on terrorism 
in Afghanistan, Iraq, and around the 
globe. 

We all know there are many great at-
tributes in our United States of Amer-
ica. The people of America will rise to 
any occasion and will do what is nec-
essary to protect freedom and opportu-
nities for themselves and future gen-
erations. But there are some attributes 
on which sometimes we fail a little bit. 
One of those is we are a bit short some-
times in our memory, remembering 
back to what happened a few years ago. 
Sometimes our patience is a little 
short and we want immediate action. 
We will rise to any occasion, fight off 
any chaos, but then we want to deal 
with that situation and move on to 
something else. 

I think that is a little of what we are 
seeing now as we listen to what I con-
sider to be sometimes overheated rhet-
oric in questioning motives and resist-
ing doing what is necessary to com-
plete the job: a little patience, a little 
commitment to support freedom and 
democracy which we are trying to as-
sist in Iraq and in the war on ter-
rorism. 

I said we seem to have forgotten. 
What happened to that era of the great 
Senator Vandenberg who stood up and 

said, when it comes to foreign policy 
and war, partisanship ends at the 
shoreline, or something to that effect; 
that when we are dealing with an inter-
national problem, a conflict, a war, we 
are all together. Or even more re-
cently, Lyndon Johnson aggressively 
supported the policies of President Ei-
senhower even though the leader of the 
Republicans at the time, Senator Taft, 
did not necessarily go along with it. 
But there was a bipartisan policy. 

We have had that in our efforts to 
deal with these very difficult issues in 
Iraq and Afghanistan and homeland se-
curity, but it seems to be a little 
frayed right now. I think that is dan-
gerous. I don’t think it is good for 
America. I don’t think it is good for 
what we are trying to achieve in fight-
ing terrorism around the world. I don’t 
think it is good for our troops. 

Also, how short is our memory that 
we don’t even remember the debate 
that was going on 1 year ago? We were 
discussing what to do about Iraq. The 
President was then going to the United 
Nations, and Secretary Powell had 
been to the United Nations. We were 
demanding more information. We were 
saying the President needed to go to 
the United Nations. And in each inci-
dent, he actually did what people were 
asking him to do. He did it. He went to 
the United Nations. He made the plea. 
Unfortunately, the United Nations 
didn’t support what they said for 10 
years in a dozen resolutions. They said: 
We can continue to negotiate; more in-
spections, more inspections. They 
would not step up and take action 
against this brutal tyrant, Saddam 
Hussein. But we did. America did. The 
President did. The Congress did. That 
is the point I am trying to make. 

We had this debate. We knew what 
we were going into. We had looked at 
the intelligence. Was the intelligence 
perfect? No. Is it ever? It is always sub-
jective. But we voted in this body 77 to 
23 for the Iraq resolution. The House of 
Representatives voted almost 300—
296—to 133. So we should not forget 
that vote. We should not forget the tre-
mendous successes that have been en-
joyed in terms of getting Saddam Hus-
sein out of his position where he was 
spending money on palaces and allow-
ing the people to suffer. He was mur-
dering his own people and his neigh-
bors. The infrastructure was just de-
caying beyond repair. We stepped up, 
and we did the same in Afghanistan. 
Our troops did a great job. Now are we 
going to say, It’s your problem? Do we 
really expect the French to do the job? 
I don’t think so. We are going to have 
to stay the course. We are going to 
have to do this job, and there is nobody 
else going to do it for us. 

Oh, when the problem is in their im-
mediate neighborhood, such as Bosnia 
or Kosovo, the Europeans say: You 
must lead; you have to come in. We 
supported that operation. Almost every 
action that was requested by President 
Clinton we supported, sometimes very 
reluctantly. I remember thinking: OK, 
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